
TÉLÉRAMA (11/2024) 

(English Translation)

Jazz can primarily appeal to the intellect, and Musina 
Ebobissé proves this masterfully. In his previous 
album (Engrams), this 34-year-old saxophonist from 
Strasbourg drew inspiration from the biological 
imprint of memory, the engram. He continues his 
exploration of the brain with this new record, where 
pieces akin to “abstract narratives” (Abstract 
Narratives) engage our faculties of abstraction and 
imagination.

No need to worry, though: activating your neurons is 
good for everything, including your health, and 
Ebobissé's compositions are far from being a 
headache-inducing puzzle. Supported by an 
impeccable quintet featuring the radiant alto 
saxophonist Olga Amelchenko, the saxophonist 
constructs a contrasting musical architecture—a 
baroque maze where, from one track to another, your 
sense of orientation might be entirely upended.

Those who choose to immerse themselves with full 
attention will find an adventure at every corner—
Ebobissé doesn’t play background music for elevators 
or cocktail parties. And with that adventure comes 
excitement and sensations that reconn ect the body 1
with its instincts. From immaterial ideas to musical 
embodiment, the journey this album invites us on is 
demanding, but it’s well worth undertaking: not 
everyone treats our intelligence with such respect.

— Louis-Julien Nicolaou



JAZZMAG (12/2024)

(English Translation)

 
This is the third album by this endearing tenor saxophonist, known 
for his sensual tone and fluid phrasing, who places great 
importance on structure in his compositions. A unique, 
meticulously crafted universe, full of shifting moods and 
atmospheres, where music aligns with poetry. His quintet is of the 
highest caliber: he has surrounded himself with musicians of the 
same generation, who, like him, excel in subtlety and generosity of 
expression. The elegance of this ensemble lies particularly in the 
remarkable interaction between the leader on tenor sax and alto 
saxophonist Olga Amelchenko, who weave sensitive connections 
of great expressive beauty.

As suggested by the album's title, Musina has a talent for 
storytelling, sharing captivating tales—strange and winding, yet 
ultimately not so abstract—drawn from novels, films, or plays. 
Eboshi Gozen refers to Princess Mononoke, the famous animated 
film by Hayao Miyazaki; Nassun & Essun to N.K. Jemisin's 
Broken Earth novels; and Grado to a German play by Kroetz. 
These inspiring works have fueled the young leader's creation of 
an original sonic architecture that leaves a lasting impression on 
the imagination.

Lionel Eskenazi



RADIO FRANCE SHOW “AU COEUR DU JAZZ” (10/2024)


